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Abstract 

Education, be it formal or informal has remained the major tool for achieving 
effective human development. Education shapes the lives of people by 
equipping them with rational thinking, attitudes, knowledge, values, and other 
forms of desirable behaviour which an individual  require to  contribute  
meaningfully in the family and societal development. Girl-child education is 
very essential in the development of the country. UNICEF,(2004) posited that 
girl-child education is capable of making enormous difference towards a 
woman’s chances of gaining well-paid job, raising  healthy children, 
preventing the spread of killer diseases such as HIV and AIDS among others. 
Such education can be geared towards restoring our values and at the same 
time change the girl-child orientation towards those values that are not met 
and also re-education of such values through those skills which the girl-child 
can acquire in certain subjects in the school. In fact, to invest in girls’ 
education is a way of reducing poverty and fostering national development. 
Attention needs to be directed towards re-educating and value re-orientation of 
the girl-child. This paper therefore, discusses the roles which girl-child 
education playing restoring our values and at the same time change our 
orientation.  Conclusively, recommendations were made towards fostering girl-
child education and re-orientation for National development.       
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Concept of Education and Value 
Education plays a vital role in the social, political, economic and moral 

development of our nation Nigeria. In the past years, there have been controversies 
about the falling standard of education in our country in spite of the measures taking by 
the government on education.  However, blames for poor education has been on the neck 
of the government, teachers, parents, student, nature of education system etc. Education 
according to Nwosu, (2015) is the fundamental human right and the most powerful 
instrument for development and transformation for the individual and society. However, 
education is the process through which efforts are made to change the thinking, 
attitudes, knowledge values, and other forms of desirable behaviour of the individual in 
a desirable direction. According to Nwamuo, (1986), educational system currently 
operating in Nigeria does not seem to prepare Nigerians adequately for solving their 
own problems, taking pride in things, identifying themselves with Nigerian culture and 
appreciating the unity in diversity philosophy of the country. Instead, the system tends to 
imitate the western world, which is dried up by mechanical civilization that sacrifices 
everything including life for its own sake. The major ingredient of education at all level 
is its ability to foster the acquisition and development of knowledge, skills and values 
that are worthwhile which makes it possible for people to examine themselves, make 
their community better and appreciate what is good and acceptable. In –fact, education 
has its meaning in the value. 

Values according to Akusoba, (2002) refers to what is accepted and acceptable 
in any social system such as good habits, thus; honesty hard work, piety, respect for 
authority, sense of patriotism, fraternal and social solidarity religious fidelity among 
others.  He further define educational values as those ideas, in education, conduct and 
social relations, which could be judged as good or bad, right or wrong, progressive or 
regressive, noble or ignoble at a given time and place.  The girl-child who has received a 
measure of education is expected to be  a good citizen who is found worthy of character, 
behave in a manner that can help the survival of the girl-child and also contribute in 
transforming the society and developing the nation. Such education should equally 
address the various negative values which has almost ruined our society. However, the 
United Nations Organization in 1948 adopted the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights which includes free and compulsory education which led to more girls being 
enrolled in the schools. Furthermore, the Federal government of Nigeria launched free 
universal education scheme for all in 1976 which attracted the increment of girl’s 
enrolment to schools from 37% in 1960 to 44.1% in 1994. Malum, (1996) identified the 
problems of value majorly on our educational system. In-fact, majority of uneducated 
girl-children due to culture, poverty, ignorant or illiteracy of the parents among others is 
a core concern of Nigeria and the world at large. It is against the background that the 
researcher embarked on Fostering girl -child education for value re-orientation and 
national development. 
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Concept and Nature of Girl–Child 
Girl-child refers to the female children whose physical outfits are so mature that 

they are looked upon as mature girls instead of children. Okpoko, (2005) posited that 
“the girl-child of today is the woman of tomorrow.  According to him, the African 
platform for Action for the Advancement of women listed four main objectives for 
special attention to the girl-child thus; to eliminate discrimination against girls in areas 
of education and training, health and nutrition among others; to advocate for the 
elimination of negative cultural attitudes and practices against women and girls 
especially those with needs and to sensitize the girl-child about social, economic and 
political issues and problems. However, various conferences have been conducted 
geared at raising the status of the girl-child education. 
 
Factors that Influences Girl-Child Education 
There are many numerous barriers to girl-child education among which are; social and 
cultural factors, psychological factors, economic factors among others 
 
1. Social and cultural factors 
Among the social barriers to girl-child education are societal belief, family size and 
composition, family climate, street hawkers, early marriage, teenage pregnancy.  
  Most cultures in Nigeria are of the opinion that training of a girl child is a lost 
to her family because she is going to get married to a husband from another family who 
will inherit   her including all her wealth. For some, their belief is that women’s 
education ends in the kitchen. Therefore, the girl-child is forced to go into early 
marriage since her core business is that of pro-creation and taking care of the domestic 
home.  However, early marriage and lack of education gives rise to ignorant. According 
to UNICEF,(2004) girl-child education is capable of making enormous difference 
towards a woman’s chances of gaining  well-paid job, raising  healthy children, 
preventing the spread of  HIV and AIDS among others. On the other hand, the size of 
the family makes it easy for poor parents to force their girl children into early marriages 
without first of all attending education even when education is free in some of the states. 
According to Ocholi, (1995) in a study of teenage marriage, 70% of the illiterate 
parents’ respondent stated that teenage marriage is a cultural phenomenon and culture 
must be cherished and adhered to.  This cultural belief results in producing more 
illiterate and ignorant women thereby reducing our National development. As the adage 
goes that ‘to train a woman is to train a nation’ therefore, a well-trained girl child is an 
asset to national growth. Another strong factor which influences girl-child education is 
street hawking which usually ends with teenage pregnancy. Majority of our Nigerian 
girls are into street hawking. About 60% of these girls are house help who are turned 
indirectly into the task of playing the roles of parents by providing for the house where 
they are staying. As if that is not enough, they make provision for themselves and their 
own biological families.  Such girls go into hawking in the morning hours when the 
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business is at its pick and attends after noun or evening school. Such ugly situation ends 
them up in befriending these Lorries and trailer drivers who uses them as a recreational 
or sex object and in turn, offer them a token as reinforcement.   Other times, the girl-
child is influenced by these grown up boys in their schools who also lure them into sex 
partners and teenage pregnancy.  However parents should assist in this case by offering 
and giving their children orientation on sex education so that they can be assertive to say 
no to sex abuse. 

Early marriage also is one of the socio-cultural factors that influence girl-child 
education. Mustein and Horden,(1979) observed that pre-marital sex appeared to be 
independent of a pro or con attitude towards marriage. Most of the cohabiting 
adolescents perceived marriage as having someone to love and having sex partner. 
Sexual behaviour conflicts with misguided dating are common among youths.  Interest 
of adolescents in the opposite sex is so high that they want sex rules in schools to be 
relaxed. They also advocate for sex freedom. Soyinka, (1979) asserted that  the 
effectiveness of  strict regulation of sexual behaviour by the customs of the  various 
tribal groupings in the present day Nigeria is doubtful, he pointed out that  a restraining 
factor such as ‘importance of purity before marriage; is fast dying out especially as a 
criterion for wedlock. 

 
2. Economic factors: The economic factors influencing the girl-child education 
ranges from; child labour, socio economic factor,  poverty, child trafficking, labour 
market condition, death of a family breadwinner, unemployment, desire to make quick 
money, lack of fund for school fees, poor state of economy among others. The girl-child 
in the mist of the alarming situation is forced to take up odd jobs that takes her out of 
school in order to make money either in training herself or for her family as a result of 
her family’s poor socio economic status.  As a result of socio- economic factor and 
poverty, the girl child is involved in child trafficking in order to make quick money 
especially in other countries which most of the times begins with prostitution and   
results in death, HIV carrier or AID patient, psychological trauma among others. One of 
the objectives of the National policy on Education (NPE) is the provision of an 
increasing number of schools for the purpose of educating the youths irrespective of 
gender, social, religion and other ethnic background. Therefore, parents should endeavor 
to send their girl children to school for their own benefit and for National development. 
 
3. Psychological factors: Among the psychological factors which influences girl-
child education are; gender discriminations.  Gender discrimination has created lots of 
psychological trauma in various homes.  In fact, it is a known fact that boys are valued 
in our cultural context than girls and as such, parents are ready and willing to spend 
more in educating their boys than girls. While the boys are sent to school or to learn 
other business, girls are advised to assist their parents in raising money for the training 
of the boys and family upkeep.  This results in psychological self-questioning, inferiority 
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complex, depression, psychological imbalance among others on the side of the girl-
child. Akpama, et al (2007) posited that discrimination which is the preference of the 
other is a factor or imbalance which inhibits the much desired expected change through 
education.  To crown it all, the United Nation Millennium Submit (UNMS, 2000) in 
September, at Dakar World Education Forum pleaded for the elimination of 
discrimination on all levels of education by 2015. 
 
4. Religious factors: Some religions hinder the girl-child from receiving 
education. A typical example is the Islamic religion which forbids Western education 
and hinders the Chibouk girls from attaining their goals or heights in education. 
Bolarin,(2006) is of the view that any religious group that advocates early marriage 
indirectly disapproves the girl-child education.  This implies that such religion is not in 
any way seeking for the development of our nation. 
 
Benefits Derive from Re-educating or Re-orientation of the Girl-child 

Education of the girl-child has many advantages namely to the girl-child, her 
parents, family, the society and for the National development. Some of these benefits 
according to Aghadinazu, (2016) include; national reconstruction, economic 
development, social development, health development, agricultural development, self-
development, among others. 
 
1. National reconstruction: The responsibility of the national building and 
development is not only the concern and duty of males only. However, starting from the 
family, an educated mother plays a very vital role in her family. She raises her children 
in a respectful and responsible manner while inculcating into them those values that help 
in the national up building. Few other educated women had been opportuned to make 
notable impact in our national development such women like Dora Akunyili of the 
blessed memory, Ngozi Okonjo Iwuala etc. Other educated women have assumed 
positions such as principal of schools, engineers, commissioners, Special Advisers, 
medical doctors, Vice Chancellors, Pilots, professors and senior lecturers, among others 
have painstakingly assisted in the national reconstruction and development. 
 
2. Economic development. Economic development of the country is the collective 
efforts of her citizenry which involves male and female.  Going back to the family, 
initially man is naturally the breadwinner of his family while the woman is his helper 
and equally takes care of the children and other domestic works. Nowadays, it is a clear 
fact that the responsibility of some homes are resting on the shoulders of the women.  
Education equips the girl-child with necessary skills knowledge and power to be 
productive and to contribute her quota towards the economic development of her family 
at that of the nation at large. Someone like Chioma Ajunwa is an asset to the economic 
development of the nation. 
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3. Social development.  Social development refers to those values, knowledge and 
skills that boost social relationship with others both in the family and the society at 
large. When a girl-child is developed socially, she stands in the position to be assertive, 
and can make positive impact in the national development. 
 
4. Health development. The good healthy condition of every member of the 
family or society radiates happiness and brings about long life and peace. Hence, 
education of the girl-child empowers her to make contributions to the healthy conditions 
of the members of her society and help them in the process of adopting policies and 
procedures to reduce the chances of most likely to be exposed to deadly diseases such as 
HIV and AIDS.   They are also in the positions to equip people with authentic 
information about health issues, sex education, by means of speaking and reaching the 
targeted groups.  
 
5. Agricultural development. In this 21st century, agriculture is regarded as the 
best way out of the problems surrounding our country Nigeria. Apart from the oil which 
every Dick and Harry have confessed that can no longer be sufficient, agriculture is the 
only remedy that can help us out from the punishment we deserve. Education of the girl-
child towards agriculture will go a long was to provide the country with food, cloth, 
shelter and other social amenities necessary for our living. The produce from agriculture 
alleviates individual from poverty and the problem of unemployment and assist in 
increasing our national wealth. 
 
6. Self-development.  Self-development refers to the ability of one to come up 
with or maximize all the potentialities in the individual.  An educated young girl should 
develop a balanced life which will enables her to be assertive, rational in thinking, have 
self- concept.  However, a self-developed young girl  has all that it takes to be a 
balanced being and can be in the position to assist other people in their difficulties.  She 
is convinced to contribute to the national development of her country. 
 
Concept and Nature of Values 

Amadi,(2003) sees value as  cherished and standards of behaviour and attributes 
that  individuals engage in order to have a sense of accomplishment. Values are 
important and lasting beliefs or ideas shared by the members of a culture about what is 
good and desirable or bad and undesirable.  Values have major influence on a person’s 
behaviour and attitude and serve as guidelines in all situations.  On the other hand, re-
orientation  is the act of changing the focus or direction of something.  Values influence 
the orientation of people towards what they think and do in the society. It also deals with 
morality; what is good or bad. Values are very important to determine the path of human 
development and progress. Ogwo, (1992) identifies seven categories of values viz -
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spiritual values, family life values, social values, economic values, moral values 
,political values and personal values as well as cultural values social values and  material 
values. 
 
Cultural values:  Cultural values are not static and at the same time can never be 
written off in the society. One of the goals of the National policy on education (2004) is 
to ensure sustenance and reproduction of the cultural values of the people. In-fact, 
Obiechina (1994) pointed out that folktales and legends should form part the content of 
the school curriculum at the primary level because of their efficacy in shaping the 
children’s value in line with the moral and ethical principles of the particular society. On 
the other hand, social values are generated from social norms. Spiritual value refers to 
importance attached to that immaterial aspect of human life while moral values are 
attitudes and behaviours that the society considers vital for coexistence.  Values most of 
the times are passed on the younger ones through the process of socialization, Material 
values aims at helping survival; related to  basic human needs such as food, clothing and 
protection.   Furthermore, material values are also essential for preparation of the world 
of works. Subjects like economics, business studies, commerce, technology computer; 
bead-making cookery, fashion design, interior and exterior decoration etc are taught to 
the girl-child in the school in preparation for life challenges and national development. 
 
The Roles of Education in the Value Re-orientation of the Girl-child 

The quality of education programmes at all the levels of education in the 21st 
century should be geared towards or-orientation of those values which help in the 
alleviation of poverty and in the national development.  Education of the girl-child is 
therefore an imperative and assist in cross-examining whether the goals of those values 
and educational values have been met and if not, there is need to foster re-orientation. In 
re-education, the girl-child is reminded of those values which will foster personal and 
community growths by inculcating those subjects which education is supposed to give 
the young ones especially the girls. Such subjects include; computer, home economics, 
craft work, fashion and designs, clothing and textiles, food and nutrition, bead making, 
agricultural work among other. According to Osokoya,(2004) girl-child education is 
imperative for skills, information and self-confidence needed by a woman to be a  better 
parents, worker and citizen of  tomorrow. Again, stories that can strengthens good 
behaviour, and other values such as; honesty, obedience to parents and elders, showing 
love to neighbors, respect, charity works to the needy etc are to be included in the re-
orientation.  Nowadays, moral code such as virginity, transparency, accountability, 
etiquette, are not even mention in the schools and children grew up without receiving 
lecturers on these values. The goal of education is to restore our values and at the same 
time change our orientation. Education is expected to distinguish the beneficiary from 
illiterates and enable the learner to have a worth or dignity. For example an educated 
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person is expected to hold firm a respectable name than being involved in corruption 
practices that brings about quick money. 
 
Those who should be Involved in the Re-orientation of the Girl-child 
The government: The government should look at the weakness of our school system, 
inadequate equipment and absence of guidance and counsellor, monitoring and equally 
review the quality of education achieved as to favour girl-child education in our country 
for the national development 
 
The family: The family is the first and foremost institution where values are cultivated 
through the instrumentality of the parents and elders. The informal education is obtained 
in the family; moral, socio-cultural and religious values are passed on by parents and 
elders to the children.  The family initiates the girl-child in the learning of the social 
roles which will later act out in the larger society. Here the parents play the roles of a 
teacher, counselor, and spiritual director among others. The more serious the parents are 
in educating the girl-child, the brighter the future of this child and the society at large.  
 
Curriculum planners : The curriculum planers are involved in the value re-orientation 
of the girl child by introduction of entrepreneurship subjects which will enhance and 
target on the development of human and societal values. 
 
Teachers:   It will be the duty of the teachers in schools to re-educate the girl-child on 
those human value which can help them to fully develop in love, caring,  exercising 
patience, acquisition of   knowledge,  
 
Counsellors:  Counsellors as a matter of fact should bring awareness of the government, 
teachers, parents and even the girl-child the trauma, set-back ignorance and poor 
national development as a result of girl-child abandonment.  
 
Conclusion 

Girl -child education is a powerful tool not only for the intellectual development 
but also for the development of values, attitudes, skills and moral developments on the 
girls who are prospective mothers. Through education the girl-child acquires necessary 
life values like unity, peace, love, self-control, honesty, tolerance, trust, respect, 
obedience among others. The girl-child needs assistances to re–examine their values and 
beliefs and develop a concept of values and desirable behaviours.  Changes can also be 
achieved through skill-based education which aims at developing women’s potentials 
and also equipping them with knowledge, attitudes and saleable skills necessary for 
gainful employment or self-employment.   
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Recommendations 
 The researchers recommended that the best tool to foster value re-orientation for 
the national development is education of the girl-child who is a  rospective mother. 
Education should foster in the girl-child the capacity to develop new and integrated 
approaches to seek solutions to a range of social, political, economic and moral 
developments.  It will also help in the promotion of emotional, physical and 
psychological health of the girl-child, help in the self-realization and better relationship. 
Here equally, the government should assist in the upgrading of school systems to ensure 
that schools are equipped. Curriculum planners should look into those subject areas that 
will enhance acquisition of skills. Parents should avoid discriminations among their 
male and female children and give the girls chances to embrace education and attain 
their potentialities.  They should equally school them informally with those values and 
virtues each individual acquire from the home. Finally, counselors should assist the girl-
child to acquire self-concept, self-control and other things needed to develop self and 
our national 
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